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Appendix A: American Miscarriage and Abortion Communication Survey (AMACS) 
 
The AMACS consists of six modules. Questions from the first five modules are analyzed in this 
study; those modules are: 

• Others’ Miscarriage 
• Others’ Abortion 
• Own Miscarriage 
• Own Abortion 
• Demographics and Attitudes 

The modules on miscarriage and abortion are constructed to allow for comparisons across all 
four modules. The questions for the Others’ Abortion module and the Others’ Miscarriage 
module are exactly the same, except that the questions reference abortions, not miscarriages. The 
questions for the Own Miscarriage module and for the Own Abortion module are exactly the 
same, except the questions reference abortions, not miscarriages. The differences between the 
Others’ and Own modules are minimal. Comparisons can be made between any two of the four 
modules on miscarriages and abortions.  
 
Respondents were randomly assigned to answer the Demographics and Attitudes module first or 
after the four modules on abortion and miscarriage. They were then randomly assigned to answer 
either the Others’ Miscarriage or Others’ Abortion module. Whichever module they had not 
already seen was then presented. The schema below further describes the module ordering.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are the questions analyzed from the Others’ Miscarriage module (the module contains other 
questions that are not included in this analysis or this appendix); the others modules are 
comparable. 
 
Q. [female]: How many women do you know who have had a miscarriage (not including 
yourself)?  
[male]: How many women do you know who have had a miscarriage (not including the mother 
in a pregnancy if you were the father or you intended to parent the child)? 

0   ........................................................................0 
1   ........................................................................1 
2   ........................................................................2 
3   ........................................................................3 
4 or more  ............................................................4 

 
[If 0, skip to next module] 
 

Demographics & 
Attitudes  
[Randomly assigned 
to see first or last] 

Others’ Miscarriage 
and Others’ Abortion 
[Respondents see 
both, randomly 
assigned which first] 

Own Miscarriage and 
Own Abortion 
[Respondents see 
both, randomly 
assigned which first] 

Demographics & 
Attitudes  
[Seen last if haven’t 
seen first] 
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Q. Now think about the most recent miscarriage you learned about, what is your relationship to 
the woman who had the miscarriage? She is your… 

Spouse/Partner ....................................................1 
Immediate family ................................................2 
Girlfriend.............................................................3 
Other family ........................................................4 
Close friend  ........................................................5 
Other friend  ........................................................6 
Acquaintance ......................................................7 

 
Q. How did you learn about the miscarriage? 

The woman who had the miscarriage 
told me  ...........................................................1 

The man involved in the pregnancy 
told me  ...........................................................2 

I heard from someone else  .................................3 
 
Q: Before you heard about the miscarriage, had you already known this woman was 
pregnant? 

Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 

 
Q. Did you tell anyone about this miscarriage (the most recent one)? 

Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 

[If No, skip to questions on keeping the miscarriage a secret] 
 

Q. Did you tell anyone in your immediate family about this miscarriage (please include a spouse 
or partner)? 

Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 
 

[If No, skip to close friends] 
 
Q. Please write the initials or first name of each of the people in your immediate 
family you told about the miscarriage in the form below.   
 
Additionally, please indicate how you are related to each person. 
 
Please note, we are not interested in knowing the identity of these people but we are 
going to ask follow-up questions about them so please write something so you can 
identify them later.  
 
[10 Vertical boxes with entries for name and a dropdown menu to indicate relationship] 
 
Dropdown options 
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Please select one .................................................. 
Spouse/Partner ....................................................1  
Daughter ..............................................................2 
Son ......................................................................3 
Mother .................................................................4 
Father ..................................................................5 
Sister ...................................................................6 
Brother ................................................................7 
Other ...................................................................8 

 
 
  
 
Q. What are some reasons why you told [import names from prior question, on loop] about the 
miscarriage?  
While this may be hard to remember, please be as specific as possible as your response is 
important for this research. 
[paragraph text box] 
 
Q. Did you tell any of your close friends about this miscarriage (please include any boyfriends or 

girlfriends)? 
Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 

 
[If No, skip to anyone else] 
 
Q. Please write the initials or first name of each of your close friends you told about the 
miscarriage in the form below. 
 
Please note, we are not interested in knowing the identity of these people but we are going to ask 

follow-up questions about them so please write something so you can identify them later.  
 
 
[SHOW 10 TEXTBOXES, VERTICALLY STACKED] 
 
Q. What are some reasons why you told [import names from prior question, on loop] about the 

miscarriage?  
While this may be hard to remember, please be as specific as possible as your response is 
important for this research. 
[paragraph text box] 
 
Q. Did you tell anyone else about this miscarriage? 

Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 
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[If No, skip to questions on keeping the miscarriage a secret] 
 
Q. Please write the initials or first name of anyone else you told about the miscarriage in the 
form below.   
 
Additionally, please indicate each person’s relationship to you. 
 
Please note, we are not interested in knowing the identity of these people but we are going to ask 

follow-up questions about them so please write something so you can identify them later.  
 
[10 Vertical boxes and Dropdown menu for relationship]  
Dropdown options 

Please select one .................................................. 
Other family ........................................................1 
Other friend  ........................................................2 
Other ...................................................................3 

 
Q. What are some reasons why you told [import names from prior question, on loop] about the 
miscarriage?  
 
While this may be hard to remember, please be as specific as possible as your response is 
important for this research. 
[paragraph text box] 
 
Q. Is there anyone you usually talk with about personal matters but you deliberately did not tell 

them about this miscarriage? 
Yes  .....................................................................1 
No ........................................................................2 

[If No, skip to next module] 
 
Q. Is there anyone in your immediate family you usually talk with about personal matters but 

deliberately did not tell about this miscarriage (please include a spouse or partner)? 
Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 

 
[If No, skip to close friends] 
 
Q. Please write the initials or first name of each of the people in your immediate family you 
deliberately did not tell about the miscarriage in the form below.  We are interested in the people 
you usually talk with about personal matters but deliberately decided not to tell about this 
miscarriage. 
Additionally, please indicate how you are related to each person. 
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Please note, we are not interested in knowing the identity of these people but we are going to ask 
follow-up questions about them so please write something so you can identify them later.  
 
 
[10 Vertical boxes and Dropdown menu for relationship]  
Dropdown options 

Please select one ................................................ -1 
Spouse/Partner ....................................................1  
Daughter ..............................................................2 
Son ......................................................................3 
Mother .................................................................4 
Father ..................................................................5 
Sister ...................................................................6 
Brother ................................................................7 
Other ...................................................................8 

 
Q. What are some reasons why you deliberately did not tell [import names from prior question, 
on loop] about the miscarriage?  
While this may be hard to remember, please be as specific as possible as your response is 

important for this research. 
[PARAGRAPH TEXT BOX] 
 
 
Q. Are there any close friends you usually talk with about personal matters but deliberately did 

not tell about this miscarriage (please include a boyfriend or girlfriend)? 
Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 
 

[If No, skip to anyone else] 
 
Q. Please write the initials or first name of each of your close friends you deliberately did 
not tell about the miscarriage in the form below. We are interested in the people you usually talk 
with about personal matters but deliberately decided not to tell about this miscarriage. 
 
Please note, we are not interested in knowing the identity of these people but we are going to ask 

follow-up questions about them so please write something so you can identify them later.  
 
 
[SHOW 10 TEXTBOXES, VERTICALLY STACKED] 
 
Q. What are some reasons why you deliberately did not tell [import names from prior question, 

on loop] about the miscarriage?  
While this may be hard to remember, please be as specific as possible as your response is 

important for this research. 
[PARAGRAPH TEXT BOX] 
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Q. Is there anyone else you deliberately did not tell about this miscarriage? 

Yes  .....................................................................1 
No  .......................................................................2 

 
[If No, skip to next module] 
 
Q. Please write the initials or first name of anyone else you deliberately did not tell about the 
miscarriage in the form below. We are interested in the people you usually talk with about 
personal matters but deliberately decided not to tell about this miscarriage. 
Additionally, please indicate each person’s relationship to you. 
Please note, we are not interested in knowing the identity of these people but we are going to ask 

follow-up questions about them so please write something so you can identify them later.  
 
[10 Vertical boxes and Dropdown menu for relationship]  
Dropdown options 

Please select one ................................................ -1 
Other family ........................................................1 
Other friend  ........................................................2 
Other ...................................................................3 

Q. What are some reasons why you deliberately did not tell  [import names from prior question, 
on loop]  about the miscarriage?  

While this may be hard to remember, please be as specific as possible as your response is 
important for this research. 

[PARAGRAPH TEXT BOX] 
 
[END OF MODULE] 
 
As mentioned above, the questions regarding respondents’ knowledge of others’ abortions and 
the questions regarding their own experiences with abortion and miscarriage are directly 
comparable. 
 
Standard demographic questions were asked. In order to measure attitude toward abortion, 
respondents were asked:  
Which of these comes closest to your view? 

Abortion should be generally 
available to those who want it  .......................1 

Abortion should be available but 
under stricter limits than it is now ..................2 

Abortion should be against the law 
except in cases of rape, incest, and 
to save a woman's life .....................................3 

Abortion should not be permitted at 
all ....................................................................4 

To measure gregariousness, the following questions were asked:  
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How often do you spend a social evening with relatives? 
Almost daily ........................................................1 
Several times a week ...........................................2 
Several times a month .........................................3 
Once a month  .....................................................4 
Several times a year ............................................5 
Once a year .........................................................6 
Never ...................................................................7 
Don’t know .........................................................8 

 
How often do you spend a social evening with friends? 

Almost daily ........................................................1 
Several times a week ...........................................2 
Several times a month .........................................3 
Once a month  .....................................................4 
Several times a year ............................................5 
Once a year .........................................................6 
Never ...................................................................7 
Don’t know .........................................................8 
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Appendix B: Americans’ Knowledge of Others’ Abortions and Miscarriages and Own Experiences by  
Demographics and Attitude, AMACS 2012           

  

Respondent Has Heard of 
Someone Else’s  

 
Respondent or Partner Has Had 

  
Miscarriage Abortion Difference 

 
Miscarriage Abortion Difference 

    (%) (%)     (%) (%)   
Total sample 78.52 52.36 * 

 
16.58 11.54 * 

Abortion attitude 
       

 
Generally available 78.88 59.34 * 

 
12.25 18.19 * 

 
Stricter limits 76.12 56.85 * 

 
19.04 14.9 

 
 

Rape/incest/life 79.52 46.1 * 
 

21.00 4.96 * 

 
Not at all 77.99 38.49 * 

 
17.85 1.58 * 

Sex 
       

 
Female 84.97 59.45 * 

 
20.16 15.16 † 

 
Male 71.56 44.78 * 

 
12.76 7.65 * 

Age 
       

 
18–24 61.83 33.59 * 

 
7.36 1.48 † 

 
25–34 85.26 52.63 * 

 
14.97 6.06 * 

 
35–44 81.25 58.16 * 

 
22.53 12.71 * 

 
45–54 81.42 64.8 * 

 
18.38 23.69 

 
 

55+ 76.6 48.24 * 
 

16.07 10.8 † 
Race  

       
 

White, non-Hispanic 80.12 52.43 * 
 

17.87 9.52 * 

 
Black, non-Hispanic 75.1 59.58 * 

 
21.16 20.5 

 
 

Other, non-Hispanic 74.38 34.27 * 
 

3.83 15.05 † 

 
Hispanic 75.44 52.56 * 

 
11.83 11.9 

 
 

2+ races, non-Hispanic 75.34 58.25 
  

13.28 19.37 
 Education 

       
 

Less than HS 71.24 41.64 * 
 

18.55 5.56 * 

 
HS 73.18 44.62 * 

 
19.37 10.7 * 

 
Some college 78.53 59.98 * 

 
15.18 14.43 

 
 

College degree or higher 87.44 57.68 * 
 

14.15 12.08 
 Income  

       
 

Less than $15k 71.63 48.72 * 
 

14.32 6.78 † 

 
$15k–$30k 76.6 51.74 * 

 
17.12 13.7 

 
 

$30k–$50k 80.69 46.34 * 
 

19.05 8.95 * 

 
$50k–$75k 79.83 46.68 * 

 
17.35 13.77 * 

 
$75k–$100k 81.36 56.37 * 

 
16.25 9.55 

 
 

$100k–$125k 76.26 65.71 
  

15.86 12.33 
 

 
$125k+ 80.79 60.89 * 

 
13.51 15.66 

 Marital status 
       

 
Never married 69.19 45.58 * 

 
6.45 8.76 

 
 

Widowed 81.71 50.68 * 
 

20.08 4.54 † 

 
Divorced/separated 85.12 63.51 * 

 
27.68 24.01 

 
 

Married 82.13 50.89 * 
 

19.02 9.17 * 

 
Living with partner 70.69 62.49 

  
11.38 17.5 

 Religion 
       

 
Protestant 80.04 49.77 * 

 
17.61 10.43 * 

 
Catholic 75.53 52.88 * 

 
15.98 9.37 † 
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Other Christian 79.53 48.94 * 

 
18.37 7.6 † 

 
Jewish 90.31 46.09 * 

 
8.23 14.71 

 
 

Other Non-Christian 86.99 72.93 
  

25.45 16.76 
 

 
None 76.30 57.99 * 

 
13.21 19.45 

 Fundamentalist/Evangelicala 
       

 
Yes 78.82 50.74 * 

 
20.48 9.68 * 

 
No 78.29 50.47 * 

 
15.13 9.75 * 

Religious service attendanceb 
      

 
More than once a week 80.17 52.06 * 

 
17.66 8.95 † 

 
Weekly  79.8 47.17 * 

 
19.16 8.49 * 

 
Once/twice a month 81.78 53.33 * 

 
17.09 10.24 † 

 
Few times a year 80.26 48.47 * 

 
16.78 8.21 * 

 
Once a year 75.11 56.54 * 

 
16.14 16.73 

 
 

Never 78.53 55.44 * 
 

13.53 11.29 
 Urban 

       
 

Not metro 82.74 43.27 * 
 

15.00 9.07 † 

 
Metro 77.7 54.08 * 

 
16.89 12.01 * 

Region 
       

 
Northeast 75.57 57.77 * 

 
19.28 13.35 † 

 
Midwest 77.26 51.02 * 

 
13.77 9.78 

 
 

South  79.57 49.15 * 
 

18.21 9.35 * 

 
West 80.36 54.45 * 

 
14.54 15.2 

 Gregariousness  
       

 
Not gregarious 76.6 49.71 * 

 
17.17 11.06 * 

 
Gregarious 81.45 55.22 * 

 
17.81 13.02 

 
 

Very gregarious 80.45 53.74 * 
 

13.88 10.52 
 Political party affiliation 

       
 

Republican 78.43 50.23 * 
 

18.14 8.39 * 

 
Independent/undecided 78.95 38.46 * 

 
20.96 11.2 

   Democrat 78.56 54.64 *   15.18 13.91   
aAsked of people who identified as Protestant, Baptist, Catholic and Other Christian 
bAsked of respondents who did not answer 'none' to a question on their religion 
* p < 0.01, †p < 0.05 (two tailed t-tests were used to determine if the rates for miscarriage were 
significantly different than for abortion). 
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